
Our State, Our Homes - Forum 2  
Pre-Work: Reacting to and Using Housing Data 

 
Background 
At the first Our State, Our Homes forum, we spent time discussing the history and context for 
our collective housing challenges. We then asked you to work within your communities to 
develop vision statements and asset maps that will guide your work over the course of the 
program. 
 
At our next forum, we will begin to build on this foundation by exploring housing strategies and 
identifying approaches appropriate to your community. In preparation, we would like you to 
work on defining key housing problems in your community by reviewing and reacting to 
housing data for your team’s county or counties. 
 
Instructions 
The Development Finance Initiative team has prepared a data dashboard highlighting key 
housing indicators for each of the Our State, Our Homes communities. You can explore the 
dashboard here: 

https://dfi-uncsog.shinyapps.io/CX100_Housing_Needs_Database/ 

As you and your teammates review this data, discuss how insights in the data dashboard aligns 
with your observations of housing needs in your community. Questions to consider include: 
 

• Reacting to the Data 
o What new insights does this data illuminate about housing needs in your 

community? 
o What data jumps out as most compelling, noteworthy, or surprising? 
o What aligns with your understanding or assumptions about your community?  
o What is counter to your understanding or assumptions about your community? 

• Using the Data 
o How might you use this data to educate or inform members of your community? 
o What housing priorities do you see the data pointing toward? 
o What aspects of housing needs in your community are not captured in this data? 

How else might you gather information about this? 
  
Please write up some brief notes from your teams’ discussions and submit them to Padlet by 
May 22. 
 

https://dfi-uncsog.shinyapps.io/CX100_Housing_Needs_Database/

